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Open Wide 
 

I have been hearing that phrase way 
too much lately.  Open wide.  The   
recent dental cleaning was soon      
followed by a broken tooth, which led 
to a root canal, which led to a prep 
procedure, which led to a crown.         
I really don’t want to open wide      
anytime soon again. 
 
Except for the church.  The church will 
be opening it’s building soon, at least 
on Sunday mornings, and at least for 
some people.  Our fantastic lay leaders 
have done some phenomenal work in 
the past year.  I really wish to extend a 
great bit of gratitude to:  the Church 
Councils of 2020 and 2021; our Safe 
Church Task force of medical and    
science folks who gathered last spring 
to make recommendations; and our 
recent hybrid group of Trustees and 
Elders who procured sanitizer stations, 
gloves, masks, thermometers, signs, 
decorative pew closure ribbons and 
much more.  They held practice runs 
of in-person services for two Sundays 
before opening to the congregation at 
large. 
 
I also thank God regularly for our  
ministry staff.  Matt Hogan has been a 
blessing as he switched to recording 
his music, also doing Sunday morning 
music, learning video editing, and 
keeping us legal regarding publishing 
and copyright issues.  Jennifer Petkus is 
a rock star with the weekly Disciple 
Zone video, teaching on Zoom, and 
staying in close communication with 
our families.  Pastor Amanda has  
 

 
been teaching 
with Jennifer, 
leading confirma-
tion, hosting    
virtual youth 
gatherings, and   
doing all this in  
addition to her 
regular pastoral 
duties.   
 
We will be open on Sunday mornings, 
but it will feel a bit different. The bal-
cony will be closed (sorry bleacher 
dwellers), many pews will be closed, 
all will be masked and remain dis-
tanced,  the ushers will  
dismiss folks by rows at the end of 
worship, and there will be no singing 
or unison congregational speaking.  
We will have two “hymn hums” in 
each service.  All Bibles, hymnals, and    
paperwork have been removed from 
the sanctuary. 
 
Emails will go out each Monday  
inviting worshippers to make email 
reservations from Tuesday noon 
through Thursday noon for the follow-
ing Sunday. If the church office does 
not have your email address, please 
send it to office@stpeterselmhurst.org. 
We will start with 50 maximum people 
in worship each week, until we hear 
more from our officials in the future.  
 
Let us be thankful, be safe, be well, 
and be blessed.  And St. Peter’s:  open 
wide.            
 

God’s peace, 
Dr. Rich Wolf         

Dr. Rich Wolf 

From Dr. Rich Wolf 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stpetersunitedchurchofchristelmhurst
mailto:office@stpeterselmhurst.org
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From Pastor Amanda 
 
I’d never been in pain like that before. 
What I thought was indigestion or 
something turned out to be an  
infected gallbladder. It got worse,  
took my breath away and even pain 
medications couldn’t take the edge off.  
 
And I was scared. I’m a grown adult 
and I was terrified of going to the ER, 
surgery, COVID restrictions and all of  
it. Surgery wasn’t a new thing but  
staying in the hospital a few nights  
was. Needless to say March wasn’t a 
fun month.  
 
I took comfort in knowing Mom was 
with me for majority of the ordeal.  
She was able to stay with me in the  
ER and waited while I was in surgery. 
Otherwise, I was on my own. Well,  
the nurses were around and were  
super friendly and helpful. And God.  
I think I repeated something like  
“God, be with me” from the moment  
I walked into the ER. I knew I was  
taken care of.  
 
In fact, I was really blessed. The  
surgeon rocked. I told her this week  
at my follow-up how I appreciated  
all she did. A friend of Mom’s is a  
surgical nurse at the hospital I was at 
and I’ve known her for years. She  
held my hand in the operating room  
as they prepped me. I thanked the  
nurses every time they came in to  
draw blood, take vitals or turn off  
my beeping machine.  
 
And then the emails and text messages 
started. I came home to a stack of  
cards in my mailbox. All from you –  
St. Peter’s.  
 

 
 

 
Thank you all. I was overwhelmed with 
all the thoughts and prayers. Your cards 
are still on shelves around my house.  
I saved the texts and emails.  Your  
kindness is so appreciated. Again,  
thank you.  
 
I am back at work. I recognize I’m  
still in recovery (I did have an organ 
removed), though I feel great. The  
doctors have given me the green light to 
get back to life, though no heavy lifting 
for a bit longer. So I take things day by 
day and if I feel tired – I nap. (Though 
let’s be honest too - naps are wonderful 
things at any time.)  
 
Thank you all again. For patience, for 
the prayers, for everything.  
 
And to the Staff (especially Dr. Wolf 
and Jennifer) – thank you for jumping  
in and handling some of the immediate 
things on my list. You all rock.  
 
Blessings are awesome things, am I 
right? Thank you all for being blessings 
in my life.  
 
Pastor Amanda   

Rev. Amanda 
McEvilly 
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Prayer List  
 

Please keep the following church     
members and friends in your prayers: 
 Betsy Aldred 
 Jim Cuthbert 
 Mackenzie Dinelli 
 Miriam Handke 
 John Lothian 
 Judy Molter 
 Trilby Porter 
 Judy Smoot 
 Ken Stogis 
 Gladys Alvarez 
 Kathleen Baer 
 Andrew Bulicek 
 Jan Eigenrauch 
 Karen Fiedler 
 Jim Gorman 
 Lita Gutierrez 
 Catherine Izzo 
 Terry Kraus 
 David Locker 
 The Machen Family 
 The McQuarry Family 
 Judy Schaefer 
 Charles Smoot 
 Alvie & family, Brian, Bruce, Dale,    

David, Eleanor and family, 
Frank, Harry, Joanne, Karen, Kathy, 
Kevin, Eileen, Ethel, Gayle, Linda, 
Sara, Sharon, the Montes family. 

 Member(s) with the Corona virus and 
those in quarantine.   

 

Please let a pastor know when you, or  
someone in your family, are admitted to      
a hospital or nursing facility.  This will  
help when they come to offer support  
and encouragement during your stay.   
To add someone to our Prayer List  
please contact the church office.  To  
add someone to the E-mail Prayer list, 
please contact Chris Wood at 
twood9663@aol.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebration of Life 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy 
to the family and friends of Karel Machen 
(formerly Thompson).  Karel was an English 
teacher at Sandburg Jr. High, and a faithful   
member of St. Peter’s for decades and sang 
in our choir. She is survived by her children 
Myles and Brooke, and her husband Eli.   

Gifts:  Memorial Fund 
 

Gifts have been given in memory of        
Emma Voss from Patricia Mukosey, and   
Lorraine Hollis. 
 
 
 
Financials 
 

 Income for February 2021 was $23,784.90; 
February 2020 was $37,358.73. 
Expenses for February 2021 were 
$50,056.13; February 2020 was 
$42,444.58. 
Operating Fund Balance as of  
February 28, 2021 was $31,153.05. 
 
 
 
 

Reports 

 Attendance the church building is closed  
to groups.  Services are recorded and are 
available on Youtube link, and on the  
St. Peter’s website. 
 

 

mailto:office@stpeterselmhurst.org?subject=Prayer%20List...
mailto:twood9663@aol.com
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From Matthew Hogan  

Matthew Hogan 
Director of  

Music / Organist 

I take many things into consideration when selecting music for worship.  First are the 
countless practical matters that relate to the music itself.  Is this music interesting and 
well written?  Are the music selections for this service representative of various genres 
and moods?  Are the trumpet pipes going to be in tune this week (especially if the 
weather is cold and the wind has been blowing against the southeast corner of the 
sanctuary, resulting in the one chamber of pipes being flatter in pitch than the other)?   
Those are just a few examples. 
 
Also, now that we are broadcasting the music over the internet, there are even more 
new practical considerations.  Will this music translate well to a recording?  Is this 
piece published from an approved source that is in line with our license to record and 
broadcast music?  Is the snow on the roof melting and sliding, resulting in having to 
stop and re-record?  What runway are planes using to land at O’Hare on recording day?  
These questions just scratch the surface. 
 
However, there is one question I ask myself weekly that I feel is the most important of 
all: does this music support the liturgy, message and mood of the day?  If the answer is 
no, I look for something else.   
 
Holy Week provides a wonderful opportunity to support the liturgy and help tell the 
story through music. 
 
Palm Sunday is a day of festive music and fanfares.  While I try to keep that mood 
through the Palm Sunday postlude, I strive to select a postlude that while still festive, 
portends of what is to come.  In the selection I chose for this year (Fanfare by William 
Mathias), there are several dissonant and foreboding chords near the end of the piece.  
I equate these chords to seeing storm clouds approach from a distance.   
 
I search for Maundy Thursday music that has a somber and reflective mood, whereas 
Good Friday’s musical selections tend to evoke shock, grief, and sadness.   
 
This brings us to Easter Sunday.  Just as Palm Sunday’s postlude foreshadows the week 
ahead, I always try to select an Easter prelude that begins with the lingering mood of 
Good Friday.  The selection for this year (Joy in the Morning) begins quietly and in a 
minor key.  The mood of the music shifts  
from angst to hope and an eventual outburst  
of joy.  I think of this relating to Mary  
Magdalene going to the tomb, finding it empty, 
not knowing what happened to Jesus, seeing 
and talking to him, and finally going to the 
disciples and announcing “I’ve seen the Lord.”  
For the remainder of the Easter service I seek 
out music that is full of joy and contains as 
many “Alleluias” as possible! 
   
Happy Easter!  



 

C
hildren’s M

inistries 

Jennifer Petkus 
Director of  

Children’s Ministries 
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From Jennifer Petkus  

 
Disciple Zone (PreK-5th grade) 
 
April 4:   Jesus is Risen!  Happy Easter!      
               John 20:1-18 
   Theme:  Surprise 
 

April 11: Early Believers Share /   
                     Virtual Meet 
   Acts 4:32-35 
   Theme: Share 
 

April 18: Jesus Appers to Disciples 
               Luke 24:36b-48            
               Theme: Wondering 
 

April 25: The Good Shepherd /   
                     Virtual Meet 
   John 10: 1-18 
   Theme: Shepherd 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Disciple Zone At  Home  sessions are  
available through a YouTube link that  
will be sent out with the weekly web     
worship email.  This way, faith formation 
can take place in your home, on your own 
schedule when it’s convenient for you. 
 
This month’s virtual meets are on    
April 11 and 25 from 9:40 - 9:55am.  
Please check your emails for the Zoom 
invitation link! 
 

  

Seekers (6th-7th grades) 
 
April 4:    Happy Easter!  No Meet! 
 

April 11:  Mary Magdalene:  Part 1 
    Leader:  Pastor Amanda  
 

April 18:  Mary Magdalene:  Part 2 
    Leader:  Pastor Amanda 
 

April 25:  Thomas:  The Zealous Fool 
                Leader:  Miss Jennifer 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Seeker sessions will take place  
virtually using the Google Meet or Zoom 
platform from 10-10:40am on Sundays.  
Each New Testament Ancestor will be 
covered in two consecutive Sundays, and 
Pastor Amanda and Miss Jennifer will  
alternate Ancestors.  Please check your 
emails for the invitation link each week! 
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Rev. Amanda 
McEvilly 

Confirmation 2020-2021 
 
Confirmands,  
 
The finish line is in sight! Yay! Our virtual classes continue, though only a few remain. 
Be sure to check your emails for virtual class info and links and information about 
Faith Fair videos and more.  
 
Here’s the schedule for April:  
 

April 4:  NO CLASS (Easter) 
 

April 8:  Faith Fair videos due  
 

April 11:  Virtual Class @ 11am 
 

April 18:  Virtual Class @ 11am 
 

April 25:  Virtual Class @ 11am 
 

May 2:  Confirmation Sunday (details coming) 
 
Pastor Amanda  

TO ALL YOUTH:  
 

ESS (eighth, seventh, sixth youth) / SYF (senior youth fellowship)  
 

ESS and SYF are still holding bi-weekly virtual check-ins on Google Meet. SYF will be one 
week, ESS the next and alternating every other week.  
 
ESS remains at 7pm on either Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday (and sometimes Sundays). 
  
SYF is going to try 5:30pm on either Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. And SYF is going 
to try playing a game during that time.  
 
Pastor Amanda will notify everyone in advance which evening the group will gather.  
 
Here are the weeks each group is meeting for the month of April:  
 

Week of April 4:  ESS 
 

Week of April 11:  SYF 
 

Week of April 18:  ESS 
 

Week of April 25:  SYF 
 
Any questions, please see Pastor Amanda  
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College Care Packages 2021 – Thank You’s 
 
In February, I sent out college care packages to our college freshmen. Once again, the 
Knitters knocked it out of the park with the scarves and I filled the packages with gift 
cards, instant coffee, hot cocoa and chocolate covered pretzels. Fun!  
 

The packages looked different than years past but given the email and text responses I 
received from some of our young adults, they were well appreciated. I thought I’d 
share those responses. Enjoy!  
 

Pastor Amanda  
 
 
Hello Pastor Amanda! 
 

I just received the care package in the mail. Thank you! I love the scarf and the hot 
chocolate packages will definitely come in handy with the crazy weather we've been 
having. Additionally, my friend works at Starbucks so the gift cards worked out too. I 
hope all is well with you and St. Peter's. 
 

Have a lovely Valentine's Day, 
Ben Weirman 
 
 
Dear Pastor Amanda, 
 

This is Caroline Kness. I just received the church's care package at Grinnell. Thank you 
so much! Everything included is so thoughtful and perfect for the needs of a college 
student. I've already eaten the pretzels, haha, and I know I will be drinking lots of cof-
fee to get through studying. Also, a huge thank you for the scarf. It'll keep me warm in 
Iowa winters-- this weekend is supposed to be -17 here. And I'm proud to wear a scarf 
with Grinnell's colors :) 
 

It warms my heart that the church is thinking about me. I miss seeing everyone and 
can't wait until we can meet in person again. 
 

Thank you again, 
Caroline Kness 
 
 
Hey Pastor Amanda,  
 

I just wanted to say thank you for the package that you sent me. I don’t know if you 
knew but I actually got COVID last week, so it’s so helpful to have all that stuff come 
in while I’m quarantining. I hope all is well and thank you again.  
 

Jacob Caffrey 
 
 
Hey Pastor Amanda!  
 

I just wanted to reach out and say I received your package and I absolutely love it! The 
scarf was a nice U of I touch. I also love the coffee, hot cocoa, and gift cards! Thank 
you so much for thinking of me and sending me something!  
 

Best Wishes,  
Lexi Ramos 
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  Cousins, Ella 
and Chloe  
are getting  

creative with  
some spring 

crafts with just 
a little bit of  
support from  

mom,  
Lisa and  

Miss Maddie.
(Gracie, too) 

Our children have been participating in Lent by opening up their Lenten activity 
eggs every week.  The first egg was opened on Ash Wednesday and included soil 

and seeds to remind us that Lent is a time for growth and to be patient.   
They didn’t have to be too patient though, because these seeds are  

sprouting fast...and so are these kids! 

Reece 
showing 
off his 
green 

thumb! 

Noah and Samuel  
show us that  

anything is possible  
with a couple  

of smiles! 
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Changing Tomorrows 
 

Whose tomorrows will be changed because of your generous donations to 
Changing Tomorrows?  Your donation might be used to fund our latest  
collaboration with the Chicago Night Ministry.  On April 3rd, the day before  
Easter, food distributed by the Chicago Night Ministry at two of its sites will be 
donated by St. Peter’s, using funds collected for Changing Tomorrows.  If you 
haven’t had a chance to donate to Changing Tomorrows, you can put a check  
in the mail to St. Peter’s UCC, or you can donate using your credit or debit card 
through the Tithe.ly app on the St. Peter’s Website.  
 
“And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.”  
       2 Corinthians 9:11  
 
 
 
 
The Little Libraries Resume Their Mission… 
 
Though Covid-19 restrictions do not allow us to safely access our libraries         
in health facilities (like the hospital waiting rooms and clinics we stock),           
the committee has regained access to the libraries we have placed in the       
laundromats throughout neighboring suburbs.  Because we know that a solid   
literacy foundation in their first language allows children to learn English much 
more quickly, we provide a variety of books in Spanish as well as books that 
contain both Spanish and English.  These books are not often donated, and so 
they are purchased.  Funds from Changing Tomorrows are provided to the       
Little Libraries committee for this purpose.  Thanks for continuing to support     
this literacy mission through your donations to Changing Tomorrows. 



 
All Seekers sessions will take place virtually using the Google Meet platform from 10-10:40am - Sundays.   

All Confirmation Classes will take place virtually using the Google Meet platform from 11-12:00pm - Sundays. 
ESS & SYF are holding bi-weekly virtual check-ins - watch your email. 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

All worship and events are 
contingent on the most up 

to date state Covid-19  
directives.  Please check 

your email and the  
St. Peter’s website regularly. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 Easter Sunday 
9:30 Worship 
Web Worship & 
Disciple Zone 
 

5 6 7 
 
 
 
 
7 Endowment 
   Committee 

8 
 

9 10 

11 
9:30 Worship 
Web Worship &  
Disciple Zone-
Virtual Meet: 9:40-
9:55am   
 
10 Seekers 
 
11 Confirmation  

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 
9:30 Worship 
Web Worship &  
Disciple Zone 
 

10 Seekers 
 

11 Confirmation   
     Class 

19 20 
 
 
 
 
7 Boards 
8 Council 

21 22 23 24 

25 
9:30 Worship 
Web Worship &  
Disciple Zone-
Virtual Meet: 9:40-
9:55am    
 

10 Seekers 
 

11 Confirmation  
     Class 

26 27 28 29 30  Group  
Leaders: 
Please  
contact  

the church 
office  
before 

scheduling  
a meeting. 

2021 

Pantry Collection:  
 

Food:  Non-perishable foods 
Non-Food: Cleaners 

  
 Checks may be made out to “St. Peter’s”  with 

“Food Pantry” on the memo line.   
 

Please DO NOT bring expired or  
out-of-date foods. 



 

 April Birthdays 
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1 Seth Kammueller 
       Gary Kancer 
 

2 Cathy Bichler 
       Hailey Miller 
             

4 Judy George 
        

6 Jon Stehlk 
 

7 Dylan Auby 
       Jane Marlott 
 

8     Alexander Weiger 
 

9 Dave Burgener 
       Chuck Peterson 
 

10 Alex King 
       Jean Misner 
 

12 Emily Kress 
       Jasson Kress 
       Kevin Kress 
       John Taylor 
 

13 Marilyn Wintergerst 
 

14   Jon Cuthbert 
 
 

15   Brad Nunemaker 
     

17  Cami Smith 
       David Strauch 
 

19  John Bretl 
       Lori Catalano 
       Jason Miller 
       Kevin Molter 
       Lynn Rosiejka 
       Peyton Stark 
       Amy Stolz 
 

20  Mary Caffrey 
       Dan  Molter 
 

21  Jack Maier 
       Mandy Puchalski 
 

22  Krystine Striska 
 

23  James Cuthbert 
 

24   Caroline Elsey 
        

25  Jeanne Marker 
 

26  Kristen Barchenger 
 

27   Rick King 
 

29 Kathy Pankau 
      Joan Schultheis 
      Tom Wheaton 
      Paula Zeigler 
 

30 Lucas Fleege 
      Tracy Graves 

A
pril C

elebrations and m
ore 

April Anniversaries 

Ralph & Karen Westendorf 
42 years - April 7th  
 

Molly & Patrick Hinton 
30 years - April 8th 
 

Shaheen & Thomas Wolff 
33 years - April 9th 
  

Todd & Natalie Bennis 
16 years - April 9th 
 

George & Jean Misner 
45 years - April 10th  
 

Bill & Jill Chittenden 
38 years - April 16th 
 

Daniel & Janice Caudy 
50 years - April 17th 
  

Jason & Toni Miller 
22 years - April 17th 

Harlan & Dale Krafft 
51 years - April 18th  
 

Cathy & Bruce Bichler 
34 years - April 25th 
 

Patti & Jeff Reher 
36 years - April 28th 
  

Jeffery & Stephanie Crowe 
5 years - April 30th 

Welcome Martin! 
Meet our new Church Caretaker, Martin Pacheco.  Martin began  
his duties with St. Peter’s on March 8th. He is a veteran, and long-
time Elmhurst resident.  Martin knows his way around a church, 
and has been active at First Congregational Church in Elmhurst  
for many years.  We welcome Martin to our church staff. 



Watch Web Worship! 
stpeterselmhurst.org 

Check us out                         
on Facebook! 

Love God, 
 

Nurture Faith, 
 

Share Gifts 

St. Peter’s UCC 
125 W Church St 
Elmhurst IL 60126 

  
 At St. Peter’s  

United Church of Christ  
we rejoice in our  

congregation, which is 
strengthened by diversity, 

including diversity of  
culture, economic status,  

age, ethnicity, race, gender, 
sexual orientation,  

gender identity  
or expression,  

marital status, and physical 
or mental ability.   

We affirm that God is  
glorified when we welcome 

all people to our  
community of faith,  

as Jesus did.   
It is our mission to  

“Love God, Nurture Faith, 
and Share Gifts.”   

No matter who you are, or 
where you are  

on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here. 

Worship at St. Peter’s: 

Sunday Web-Worship and 
Children’s Ministries: 
St. Peter’s Worship on the Web 
Watch your email for a link to 
weekly worship or go the website 
and click on the link at 
www.stpeterselmhurst.org   
 
 

Office Hours:  Masks required. 
9:00am - 4:30 pm  
Monday - Friday:  Call ahead! 
630-530-6000 
office@stpeterselmhurst.org 
 
Currently: 
All St. Peter’s worship and events 
are contingent on the most up to 
date state Covid-19 directives.  
Please check your email and the  
St. Peter’s website regularly. 
 
 

Would you like to receive your newsletter online? 
Let us know your e-mail address and go paperless! 

Sign up for online delivery...  
 

Sign up for Web Worship e-mail delivery at: 
office@stpeterselmhurst.org  We use Constant 
Contact to deliver the latest updates to you via 
email. 
 
From Your Pastors… 
             

These are difficult times, indeed.  Too many 
people becoming ill and/or dying. Too many 
people missing the embrace of relatives, or the 
stability of daily class attendance. Too many 
people out of work, or hungry, or feeling their 
housing threatened. But the church is a place 
that reminds us of having hope in the Lord.  If 
you find that you have financial or emotional 
needs during these times, please do not hesitate 
to contact one of us. If we can’t help, we can 
certainly find someone who can. God bless you. 
 
Pastors McEvilly & Wolf - Mobile numbers:  
AM (847-736-0077); RW (708-305-1146) 

http://www.stpeterselmhurst.org
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersunitedchurchofchristelmhurst
http://www.stpeterselmhurst.org
mailto:office@stpeterselmhurst.org
mailto:office@stpeterselmhurst.org?subject=I%20want%20to%20go%20paperless!%20My%20E-mail%20is:
mailto:office@stpeterselmhurst.org?subject=Add%20me%20to%20the%20St.%20Peter's%20E-blast%20list...%20

