Sunday Morning Worship
At St. Peter’s United Church of Christ we rejoice in our congregation,
which is strengthened by diversity, including diversity of culture,
economic status, age, ethnicity, race, gender, sexual orientation,
marital status, and physical or mental ability. We affirm that God is
glorified when we welcome all people to our community of faith,
as Jesus did. It is our mission to “Love God, Nurture Faith, and Share Gifts.”
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.
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Welcome to St. Peter’s
We are happy to have you worshipping with us today as we
“Love God, Nurture Faith, Share Gifts”
Ushers:

John Suerth, Greg Felten, Frank Soldano, Chris Wood,
Lisa Shurba, and Joyce Slone Weigand.

The Vases on the altar are given by the Dinelli family in celebration of
Brooke's 19th birthday and all the Blessings we have as we head into
Thanksgiving.
The Centerpiece is given by Julie Coan in honor of Thanksgiving.

All Worshippers are encouraged to wear a mask.
Please dispose of your own bulletin using the basket in the Narthex.
By attending this worship service adults (on behalf of their minor children, if applicable) are aware of
and agreeable to the possibility of their images being on the internet due to livestreaming. We will do
our best to not show children’s faces on camera. Please consult one of the pastors if you have questions.

November 21, 2021

9:30 a.m.

Thanksgiving Sunday
Please silence all electronic devices as you enter the sanctuary.
+ All who are able, please stand

Prelude

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
J.S. Bach, transcription by I. Freed
Mary Lou Saville, Guest Pianist

Lighting of the Candles & Ringing of the Church Bell
Welcome
News of the Congregation

+ Call to Worship
One:
From deep within us a song of thanks arises, and we pour out
our praise for all of God’s gifts.
Many:
Bread to empower our bodies,
One:
Beauty to quicken our pulse,
Many:
Hope to enlarge our vision,
One:
Love to link our lives,
Many:
Laughter to soothe our wounds,
One:
Community to face our fears,
Many:
And for this awesome time to become filled with joy
and touched by grace.
+ Prayer of Invocation (unison)
O God of Providence, you are the author of every good gift you grant to us. You
have been faithful to gather us before you this day. Quiet our thoughts, that we
may together hear your word. Empty our fretful minds, and fill them with the
assurance of your presence. Amen.
+ Gathering Hymn #303
Psalms Lesson: Psalm 126

Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing
Kathy Maxwell, Liturgist

The Word for All Ages
+ Passing the Peace of Christ (Please do not leave your pew, but pass the peace using
sign language)
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

Organ Amen

+ Hymn #425

For the Fruit of All Creation

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 6:25-33
Sermon
+ Closing Hymn #419

“No Worries, Mate”

Dr. Wolf

Now Thank We All Our God

+ Benediction
+ Postlude

Sonatina No. 2

Beethoven

Music Permissions Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring. Music: Johann Sebastian Bach. Transcription: Isadore Freed. © 1938,
Carl Fischer, Inc. All rights reserved. Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736802. All rights reserved. Rejoice,
Give Thanks and Sing. Music: John Darwal, 1770; Words: Charles Wesley, 1746; alt. © 1993, The Pilgrim Press. All rights
reserved. Reprinted and Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736802. All rights reserved. Amen. Music:
Traditional. Public Domain. For the Fruit of All Creation. Music: Musical Relicks of the Welsh Bards, Dublin, 1784; Harm.
L.O. Emerson, 1906; Words: Fred Pratt Green, 1970. © 1970, Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted and
Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736802. All rights reserved. Now Thank We All Our God. Music: Johann
Crüger, 1647; Harm. Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; Words: Martin Rinkart, 1647; transl. Catherine Winkworth, 1858; alt. Public
Domain. Sonatina No. 2. Music: Ludwig van Beethoven. Public Domain.

Prayer List:
Please keep the following church members and
friends in your prayers.
 George Aurand
 The Brasko Family
 Jeff Crowe
 Eva Fricke
 Brian Graves
 Linde Green
 Lenore Gutierrez family (Hurricane Ida)
 Miriam Handke
 Jessica Labunski
 John Lothian
 Judy Molter
 Bruce Paul
 Trilby Porter
 Vivian Stogis
 The Voss Family
 Gladys Alvarez
 Kathleen Baer
 Anjali Bhorade

















Andrew Bulicek
Karen Fiedler
Jim Gorman
Lita Gutierrez
The Guzman family
Catherine Izzo
Terry Kraus
David Locker
The McQuarry Family
Judy Schaefer
David Schwanemann
Larry Smith
Alvie & family, Brian, Bruce, Dale, David, Eleanor &
family, Frank, Harry, Joanne, Karen, Kathy, Kevin,
Eileen, Ethel, Gayle, Linda, Sara, Sharon, Sharon
(in Georgia), and Tracy - friend of Pastor Amanda.
Member(s) with the Corona virus and those
in quarantine.

Psalms Lesson: Psalm 126

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was
said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts
of joy, carrying their sheaves.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 6:25-33
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why
do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed
like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little
faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or
‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

Announcements
The Childcare Room (Room 1 on the lower level) is now open for families with children birth-3 years of age.
Our fabulous room attendants, Brianna and Tessa, are ready to welcome our youngest worshippers each week
with art projects and an abundance of toys!

Disciple Zone (PreK-5th grade) will take place during the worship service this morning. Children will be
dismissed after the Word for All Ages. Parent pick-up will be on the 2nd level in Room 202 at 10:20am. Masks
are required to participate.

Seekers (6th-7th grade) will take place during the worship service this morning. Youth will be dismissed to the
parlor after the Word for All Ages. There is no parent pick-up policy, so please make a plan on where to meet up
after worship at 10:20am. Masks are required to participate

It’s Coat Season
Please check your coats carefully when you retrieve them, or leave your name or business card in the pocket.
Coats frequently get picked up by the incorrect owners and an identification card will make it easier to return to
the rightful owner.

Prospective Mission Trippers!
Please mark your calendar for December 5th as we hold our 2nd informational meeting (after worship in the parish hall) about our 2022 Adult Mission Trip to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS. Our trip is February 12thFebruary 19th and promises to be a week you will never forget!

East vs West 2021 Food Challenge!
Let’s Count our Blessings! Give Thanks…Give Food! Get a treat!
St. Peter’s members are still “COUNTING their blessings” by bringing in
nonperishable foods at Church in November on Sunday the 21st, and 28th.
Food Challenge Trunk Drop Off at St. Peter’s will be held on
Saturday, November 20th, from 9-11 am.
We’ll see which side of the sanctuary (east or west) share the most blessings
(in the canned food variety!) with our neighbors in need. The collected food
will be donated to United Community Concerns Association which provides
food to Elmhurst District 205 school children and their families.
The side of the sanctuary that brings in the most food will get a treat!
All nonperishable food is appreciated, and several items are most needed…
peanut butter, jelly, pasta sauce, cereal, canned meat and tuna, and canned fruit!

And they wrapped Him in

Swaddling Clothes
Swaddling – to provide warmth and protection for all children. This year’s Mission Advent Clothing tree 2021 offers just
that. In addition to our annual gifts of children’s hats and mittens, we have a special request from The Villa Park First Steps
Preschool Program For children ages 3 to 5 years: A need for undies and socks.
Area families are struggling to meet the many costs of daily living. These gifts will fill a special need.
Our Collection begins on Advent Sunday, Nov. 28th through Christmas Day
How and where: Anytime in the gift box outside the church north door.
Watch for the display in the church lobby, and there will be a unique Caroling Drive-By Donation Day Saturday, Dec. 18th
from 9:30 -11am

St. Peter’s Advent Project 2021
A Foundation of Love!
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.” and “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Mark 12:29-31

Tough, tenacious love works miracles when it’s activated
by faith!
Haiti has long been the poorest country in the western hemisphere. In a country with few building inspectors and poor construction techniques, it was only a matter of time before tragedy struck. When it appeared in the form of the January 2010
earthquake, the results were devastating. Thousands of buildings collapsed, killing 200,000 people and leaving well over a
million people (14% of the population) homeless. Then hurricane Matthew hit in 2016. St. Peter’s responded in 2017/2018
and raised the funds to build two houses. And now the latest earthquake in August of 2021 has added to the lack of social
infrastructure and adequate housing. But our two houses are standing strong!
Recognizing Haiti’s continued need for safe, permanent housing, we are partnering again with the Fuller Center to build a
house (or two!) that will resist the test of time and natural disasters. We will fund homes that families pay forward on
terms that they can afford — a no-profit and no-interest loan. It costs $6,000 to sponsor a house. We have been in close
contact with the Fuller Center and they have assured us that building will continue despite these challenging times.
Please join us and give with a generous heart - and faith in the futures of our neighbors in need! A special table will be
available in the church lobby with order forms, holiday gift cards and guidance from a Core Mission Team member.
Donations will be collected November 28th - December 31st and can be made through Tithe.ly
or by check to St. Peter’s. Please put Advent Haiti House in the memo.
We look forward to serving you as you share your gifts – building a better future for a family in
Haiti!
“It will be a shelter from the heat of the day, and a refuge and hiding place from the storm
and the rain.” Isaiah 4:6

Name: _____________________________________

Donation Amount: ___________

Welcome


We welcome all our guests this morning and hope this will be a meaningful morning for you.



The United Church of Christ practices open Communion. If you believe in Christ, you are invited to share in
this Sacrament.



Some of the texts used in this worship service employ gender-specific language referring to the person of God,
and the human experience. Please take these images with an inclusive spirit, and feel free to make changes of
wording that enrich your worship to God.



Assistive Listening Devices are available from the ushers.



Restrooms are available in the lobby and upper and lower levels as well.



An elevator and wheelchair are available just inside the north entrance.

Got a comment or suggestion? Let us know at office@stpeterselmhurst.org

Catch up on the Sunday Services online. Go to www.stpeterselmhurst.org and click on.
“Web Worship Videos.”

Tithe.ly is an app and website that allows anyone to give to the church easily, and from
anywhere. Tithe.ly can improve your giving experience. Download the app today. Check out
www.tithe.ly and set up an account. Please direct any questions you have about Tithe.ly or
ACH to our treasurer, Kent Sands (Treasurer@stpeterselmhurst.org).

Support St. Peter’s when you shop online at Amazon.
Log on to www.smile.amazon.com (instead of simply amazon.com), shop as you normally
would, and select the church as your charity of choice. Then 0.5% of what is spent on eligible
purchases is automatically donated to the church! It’s an easy way to get what you need and
support your church at the same time.
“Like” St. Peter’s United Church of Christ Elmhurst on Facebook! Pastor Amanda shares worship
highlights, ministry opportunities, and messages from the wider church. Don’t forget to
“check-in” when you arrive at church!

