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“A Long Time Ago in a  
Galilee Far, Far Away”  

Rev. Dr. Rich Wolf 

All Worshippers are encouraged to wear a mask.   
Please dispose of your own bulletin using the basket in the Narthex. 

 
By attending this worship service adults (on behalf of their minor children, if applicable) are aware  

of and agreeable to the possibility of their images being on the internet due to livestreaming.   
We will do our best to not show children’s faces on camera.  Please consult one of the pastors  

if you have questions. 

Sunday Morning Worship  
 

At St. Peter’s United Church of Christ we rejoice in our congregation,  
which is strengthened by diversity, including diversity of culture,  
economic status, age, ethnicity, race, gender, sexual orientation,  

marital status, and physical or mental ability.  We affirm that God is  
glorified when we welcome all people to our community of faith,  

as Jesus did.  It is our mission to “Love God, Nurture Faith, and Share Gifts.”   
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here. 
  

Welcome to St. Peter’s 
We are happy to have you worshipping with us today as we 

“Love God, Nurture Faith, Share Gifts” 
 

 
 

Ushers:     Carol & Tim Rounds, Jill Graves, Ken Schoppe, Flo Brennan, 
       Lisa Shurba, and Joyce Slone Weigand.  
 
   



December 5, 2021                                                                                        9:30 a.m. 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
              

Please silence all electronic devices as you enter the sanctuary. 
+ All who are able, please stand 

 
Prelude                                             Still, Still, Still                             arr. Edstrom 
                                          Karen Westendorf, Guest Musician                                           
 

Lighting of the Candles & Ringing of the Church Bell 
Welcome            
News of the Congregation 
                                                                                            

+ Call to Worship   
 One:  Make ready a path for our God. 
 Many:  Clean out the debris in our hearts and minds. 
 One:  Clear out space in our calendars.  
 Many:  Put aside any sense of doubt.   
 One:    And focus on the one who comes to love us.     
 Many:  We prepare a place in our homes and hearts.            
  
+ Prayer of Invocation (unison)                                 
      O God of our ancestors, and of the here and now, prepare our hearts and     
 minds to receive your deep peace.  Take from us all weariness of spirit.  Hush the 
 anxieties that shout in our minds.  Release us from the uneasiness that depletes 
 our energy.  Prepare us now to receive your living Word with joy.  Amen.                
 
+ Gathering Hymn #117     Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates 
 
Prophets Lesson:  Malachi 3:1-4                                                           Jay Tiede, Liturgist 
 
Lighting the Advent Candle - “Peace” 
                                          
The Word for All Ages 
 
+ Passing the Peace of Christ (Please do not leave your pew, but pass the peace using 
       sign language) 
 
Prayers of the People                                                                                                                                                                     
The Lord’s Prayer   
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and   
 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And  lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
 forever.  Amen.   



Organ Amen 
 
+ Hymn #103     Watcher, Tell Us of the Night 
 
Gospel Lesson:  Luke 3:1-6                                               
 
Sermon                        A Long Time Ago in a Galilee Far, Far Away                    Dr. Wolf  
 
The Lord’s Supper 
    Invitation / Communion Prayer / Words of Institution/ 
 Sharing the Elements   
       
Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)  
 God of Peace, we give you thanks for the grace we receive in this holy            
 sacrament.  May the presence of Jesus Christ, who you sent to the world to save, 
 be with us as we leave this place, nourished to do his work of love and service.  
 Amen.  
 
+ Closing Hymn #110     Now Bless the God of Israel    
 
+ Benediction 
 
+ Postlude    While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks     Handel, arr. Bock, adapt. Larson 
     
 
Music Permissions  Still, Still, Still. Music: Salzburg Melody, c. 1819. Setting: Brent Edstrom. © 2015, Hal Leonard           
Corporation. All rights reserved. Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736802. All rights reserved.  Lift Up Your 
Heads, O Mighty Gates. Music: Thomas Williams' Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789; Words: Georg Weissel, 1641, Transl.     
Catherine Winkworth, 1865; alt. Public Domain.  Amen. Music: Traditional. Public Domain.  Watcher, Tell Us of the Night. 
Music: Joseph Parry, 1879; Words: John Bowring, 1825; alt. Public Domain.  Now Bless the God of Israel. Music:            
Traditional English Melody, Harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906; Words: Ruth Duck, 1985. © 1992, G.I.A. Publications, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted and Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736802. All rights reserved.  While 
Shepherds Watched Their Flocks. Music: Geroge Frideric Handel. Setting: Fred Bock. Adaptation: Lloyd Larson. © 2007, 
Fred Bock Music Company. All rights reserved. Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736802. All rights        
reserved. 



Prophets Lesson:  Malachi 3:1-4  
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you    
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of 
his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and      
like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the      
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  
 
Gospel Lesson:  Luke 3:1-6  
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of  
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood          
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the           
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of    
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”  
 
 
Blue Christmas 
December 16th at 7:00 pm 
                                

The holidays can be a difficult time for many people. Between loss of a job or a loved one, 
the global pandemic, the stress of the holiday season and the dark, shortened days, many 
of us find this month to be “blue”.  

  

Please join us for contemplative worship on Thursday, December 16th at 7:00 pm in  
the sanctuary. (This service will not be recorded or livestreamed.) This will be a time of  
reflection as we focus on the meaning of Christmas. It is a time to worship with your  
St. Peter’s family - a time to refresh and renew as we fill ourselves with courage, strength,  
and love for each other as well as the love of Christ.  
 
 
And they wrapped Him in Swaddling Clothes     

 

Swaddling – to provide warmth and protection for all children.  This year’s Mission     
Advent Clothing tree 2021 offers just that.  In addition to our annual gifts of children’s 
hats and mittens, we have a special request from The Villa Park First Steps Preschool   
Program For children ages 3 to 5 years:  A need for undies and socks.  Area families are 
struggling to meet the many costs of daily living.  These gifts will fill a special need. 
 

Our Collection begins on Advent Sunday, Nov. 28th through Christmas Day 
 

Just drop off clothing donations in the gift box outside the church’s north door.   
 there will be a unique Caroling Drive-By Donation Day Saturday, Dec. 18th  from 9:30 -11am 



Announcements 
 

 

The Childcare Room (Room 1 on the lower level) is now open for families with children birth-3 years of 
age. Our fabulous room attendants,  Brianna and Tessa, are ready to welcome our youngest worshippers each 
week with art projects and an abundance of toys! 
 
Disciple Zone (PreK-5th grade)  will take place during the worship service this morning.  Children will be 
dismissed after the Word for All Ages.  Parent pick-up will be on the 2nd level in Room 202 at 10:20am.  Masks 
are required to participate.   
 
Seekers (6th-7th grade) will take place during the worship service this morning.  Youth will be dismissed to 
the parlor after the Word for All Ages.  There is no parent pick-up policy, so please make a plan on where to 
meet up after worship at 10:20am.  Masks are required to participate.  
 
 

Advent Blessing… Thanks very much to Jill Graves and her crew for once again beautifully decorating our     
sanctuary and welcome area for Advent and Christmas! 
 

It’s Coat Season 
Please check your coats carefully when you retrieve them, or leave your name or business card in the pocket.  
Coats frequently get picked up by the incorrect owners and an identification card will make it easier to return to 
the rightful owner.                            
 
Prospective Mission Trippers! 
We will hold our 2nd informational meeting (today after worship in the  parish hall) about our 2022 Adult      
Mission Trip to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS.  Our trip is February 12th-February 19th and promises to be  a 
week you will never forget!   

Prayer List:  
Please keep the following church members and  friends 
in your prayers. 
 George Aurand 
 Jeff Crowe 
 Linde Green 
 Lenore Gutierrez family (Hurricane Ida) 
 Miriam Handke 
 Jessica Labunski 
 John Lothian 
 Judy Molter 
 Bruce Paul 
 Trilby Porter 
 Vivian Stogis 
 Gladys Alvarez 
 Kathleen Baer 
 Anjali Bhorade 
 Andrew Bulicek 
  Karen Fiedler  

 
 
 Jim Gorman 
 Lita Gutierrez 
 The Guzman family 
 Catherine Izzo 
 Terry Kraus 
 David Locker 
 The McQuarry Family 
 Judy Schaefer 
 David Schwanemann 
 Larry Smith 
 Alvie & family, Brian, Bruce, Dale, David, Eleanor 

& family, Frank, Harry, Joanne, Karen, Kathy,    
Kevin, Eileen, Ethel, Gayle, Linda, Sara, Sharon, 
Sharon (in Georgia), and Tracy - a friend of        
Pastor Amanda.  

 Member(s) with the Corona virus and those 
in quarantine  



A Note from the Stewardship Team: 
 

 As we close out 2021, we look ahead to 2022 with optimism! We ask for your help by returning your 2022 
pledge cards. This helps us plan for St. Peter's future. If you haven't done so already, please seek out your pledge 
card (maybe hidden in the mail pile) and return it to the St. Peter's office. If you can't find it, and you would like 
to make a pledge, always feel free to call the office and speak to Teresa Burns who can help you. Thank you so 
much for continuing to support the church!  
 
 
From the St. Peter’s Nominating Committee: 
 

People is what makes our church strong; people who are willing to share their talents, collaborate to make posi-
tive change, and bring forth new ideas. Please consider what you can do to help bring meaningful change to St. 
Peter’s and support the growth of our church. 
 

The Nominating Committee is looking for members willing to participate in the following positions/groups: 
Vice President (Officer Position) 
Deacons (Council) 
Elders (Council) 
Trustees (Council) 
The Endowment Committee 
The Audit Committee 

 

You do not need special experience to join any group that may interest you – you only need an open heart and 
mind and a good attitude. Please consider joining us.  If you are interested in learning more about these groups 
and where you might fit in, please contact Joyce Slone at 708-302-3570 or email her 
at joyce@slonecommercial.com.  
 
 
Christmas Caroling Drive-By Fundraiser: 
 

Who doesn’t love all the Christmas classics. WE NEED YOU! Calling all ages to get their JOLLY ON during our  
Christmas Caroling drive by fundraiser. No talent necessary! Just those who love to sing holiday songs and detach to 
have some fun. We will be accepting new socks and underwear for preschool children for those in need.   
 

Date/Time: Dec 18th 9:30-11:00am 
Location: St. Peter’s Church parking lot 
  

Hot Cocoa will be served. Ugly sweaters, reindeer/elf ears/Santa hats are welcomed.  
  

Please rsvp to the church office at office@stpeterselmhurst.org  
 
 
It’s Ugly Sweater Sunday! 
 

Let’s have some fun. To have a joyful outlook and make a joyful noise the Sunday before  
Christmas, the World Council of Churches (actually just your two pastors) has declared  
worship on Sunday, December 19th, to be Ugly Sweater Sunday. All worshippers are invited  
to wear their ugliest sweater, Christmas or otherwise, to church that morning for the 9:30 AM 
service. This frivolity may also prepare us all for the dreariness of the shortest day of the year 
that week. (“Non-ugly” sweaters also allowed.)  

mailto:joyce@slonecommercial.com
mailto:joyce@slonecommercial.com
mailto:office@stpeterselmhurst.org


St. Peter’s Advent Project 2021 
A foundation of Love!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tough, tenacious love works miracles when it’s  
activated by faith! 

 

 
Haiti has long been the poorest country in the western hemisphere. In a 
country with few building  
inspectors and poor construction techniques, it was only a matter of time before tragedy struck. When  
it appeared in the form of the January 2010 earthquake, the results were devastating. Thousands of 
buildings collapsed, killing 200,000 people and leaving well over a million people (14% of the  
population) homeless. Then hurricane Matthew hit in 2016. St. Peter’s responded in 2017/2018 and 
raised the funds to build two houses.  And now the latest earthquake in August of 2021 has added to 
the lack of social infrastructure and adequate housing. But our two houses are standing strong!  
 
Recognizing Haiti’s continued need for safe, permanent housing, we are partnering again with the 
Fuller Center to build a house (or two!) that will resist the test of time and natural disasters.   
We will fund homes that families pay forward on terms that they can afford — a no-profit and  
no-interest loan. It costs $6,000 to sponsor a house. We have been in close contact with the Fuller  
Center and they have assured us that building will continue despite these challenging times. 
 
Please join us and give with a generous heart - and faith in the futures of our neighbors in need!  A   
special table will be available in the church lobby with order forms, holiday gift cards and guidance 
from a Core Mission Team member. Donations will be collected November 28th - December 31st and 
can be made through Tithe.ly or by check to St. Peter’s.  Please put Advent Haiti House in the memo.  
 
We look forward to serving you as you share your gifts – building a better future for a family in Haiti! 
 
“It will be a shelter from the heat of the day, and a refuge and hiding place from the storm and the 
rain.”   Isaiah 4:6 
 
Name _____________________________________         Donation amount ___________  

“Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.”  

and “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”    Mark 12:29-31  








